Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Advocacy, Public Information & Education Committee Meeting
February 10, 2023, Friday
2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Michelle Baughman, Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair; Kaitlynn Ramos, Tara Viens, Committee Chair

Absent:  Kevin Daly, Graziela do Carmo Reis

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Director

Minutes:  Donna Devin

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  Tara Viens, Committee Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Committee Responsibilities:  Tara Viens, Committee Chair, said she and Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, discussed the APIE Committee being responsible for the end of the year report.

Donna was good enough to send me one from 2017 and it looks like there hasn’t really been any since then. So instead of looking back, we’ll start with the 2023 year and look at the grantees. I have that and I can send it out like a copy. I’ll send that out. It’s not very long, gives a welcome from the Chair and goes into what projects the Council funded last year.

This would be volunteer time, to put this together, so I just wanted to see if everyone was ok with that and see how you felt about doing the report.

Michelle Baughman doesn’t know what would be on this report. Tara shared her screen, so Committee members could see what she was referring to. They would write it together as a Committee. It’s a summary of what the entire DD Council did. It goes into each funded initiative, who the grantee was, what the funding was, and an overview of the project.

Michelle Baughman asked if the overview comes from the people who have done site visits? Tara Viens, Committee Chair, said yes, they also do an end of the year presentation. Michelle said the Committee could just pull it from that too. Tara agreed. She doesn’t think it will be difficult to pull together, once they have the list of the grantees, what they were funded at and an overview of their projects. The Council also (possesses) all of their proposals, but the Committee would want to make sure they report on what they actually did and if they met all of their objectives. The report ends with just a list of the Council’s members.

Tara said Walt also send her one from Hawaii Council on DD to study how they did their report. She will send it to the Committee to review. But the CT Council would then be tasked to create a similar one. The report can be created in whatever format the Committee desires as long as the report contains the required information.

The Hawaii report contains information about their Council. The report will be created in MS Word.

Tara said the Committee needs to talk about doing that besides the end of the year report, what else do people envision this committee working on?

Michelle Baughman would like people to know what grants are out there or what grants we’re doing. She’s introduced a few people, like Kim Fields to a local radio station and she did a type of talk show to be more visible throughout the state. She’d like to see the Council do this in different places. She’s already in Willimantic and has a connection there, but if we could get connections to other places like that. And do that kind of thing, to let people know what we do, what we’re working on, and even when our request for proposals go out. And what things we’re hoping to see, based on our Five-Year Plan.

Tara asked how specifically, I mean I was thinking if we have this report, then we can work on disseminating that out. And that would be a summary of everything the Council did. We could try to do that.

Walt said back in the day when we had all day meetings. That’s when the grantees would come in and everyone would present on what they did. When things are properly aligned, that’s the last month of their performance, so they should be prepared to tell us what they did. And since our fiscal year ends on September 30, you would produce the annual report in October. I wanted to clarify a couple of things on that. In addition to the statement in the DD Act that says the Council will produce the annual report, in CT, we are constituted as one of the Governor’s commissions. Now we’re independent, so our focus in terms of reporting, is mainly to Washington in an online formal system, by the end of December. They ask for a lot of stuff that doesn’t always align with what we do. The state does require us and every commission to submit an annual report every year. We don’t want to spend a lot of money on this like Hawaii obviously did, because we can’t.

Be sure you share with Donna and look at what Donna’s done, and I’d be happy to show you the one I started working on a few years ago. You want it to be just enough, not too much. So something for the Committee to work on is coming up with a format and a level of detail that’s practical and fit to purpose and isn’t going to break the bank. We can pay people to do certain things, but keeping it concise would be a good idea.

The Committee will equip people with psychiatric, intellectual, and developmental disabilities with the self-advocacy and leadership skills required to create long-term systemic change by continuing to offer training on self-advocacy, leadership and housing for people with disabilities. Also by hosting these trainings both regularly and on demand, adjusting and interpreting and translating  into more languages as necessary, including American Sign Language.

The APIE Committee will be providing such trainings and advocacy resources in plain language to remove barriers to advocacy. The Committee will collaborate with advocacy partners to educate advocates about policies that will contribute to affordable housing, access to peer services, insurance coverage, mental health parity, civil rights, and community integration at monthly Coalition meetings. Members will also collaborate with advocacy partners to educate advocates about policies that will contribute to affordable housing, access to peer services, insurance coverage, mental health parity, civil rights, and community integration at monthly coalition meetings.

APIE will collaborate with advocacy partners to educate advocates about policies that will contribute to affordable housing, access to peer services, insurance coverage, mental health parity, civil rights, and community integration at monthly coalition meetings.

Members can collaborate with advocacy partners to educate advocates about policies that will contribute to affordable housing, access to peer services, insurance coverage, mental health parity, civil rights, and community integration at monthly coalition meetings.

One of the objectives is collaboration with partners for disability justice and health equity to address issues of poor quality of services and treatment from public health providers.

A goal of the Committee is to educate the public on various disability issues and how they can advocate for themselves. This can be done by means of distributing the Council’s brochure, business cards, info cards printed with disability stats, Council goals, objectives, bills, etc. Materials need to be in a variety of languages and in plain language. A video can be created to explain who the Council is, what they do, and the nature of their mission. The video will be in available in American Sign Language and will be translated into different languages.

The APIE wants to collaborate with the Legislative Policy and Planning Committee to get information out about current legislation and how to provide testimony and education on the process of how a bill becomes a law.

Election of Committee Tara Viens was elected to be the Chair of the Advocacy, Public Education, and Education (APIE) Committee. Michelle Baughman was elected to be the APIE Committee Vice-Chair. All agreed and the motion passed. It was suggested the Committee meet during the off months when the Council isn’t meeting, unless the Committee meet during the off months when the Council isn’t meeting, unless the Committee is working on a project or activity that needs to be completed by a certain deadline.

3. Discussion on Committee Priorities:  The Advocacy, Public Information and Education Committee shall have responsibility for addressing the general public. It shall be the duty of this committee to use the media and other resources to educate the public about the Council and issues concerning people with developmental disabilities and assist staff in the publication and dissemination of an annual report on Council activities.

4. Tasks of Committee Officers and the Annual Report:                 Michelle Baughman nominated herself to be the Committee Chair.     Tara Viens also expressed an interest in being elected as the Committee Chair. Michelle Baughman changed her nomination to be elected as the Committee Vice-Chair. Kaitlynn Ramos nominated herself to be the Committee Vice-Chair. Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, motioned to elect Tara Viens as the Committee Chair. Michelle Baughman seconded the motion. All agreed and the motion passed. Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, put it to a vote between Michelle Baughman and Kaitlynn Ramos being elected as the Committee Vice-Chair. Michelle Baughman was elected as the Committee Vice-Chair.

5. Committee Plans:  It was suggested the Committee meet during the off months when the Council isn’t meeting, unless the Committee is working on a project or activity that needs to be completed by a certain deadline.

Tara Viens, Committee Chair, suggested the Committee meet during the first week of January of 2023. She will arrange the meeting.

Adjournment:  Michelle Baughman made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Kaitlynn Ramos seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 2:34 p.m.

