Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislative Program and Policy Committee Meeting
October 19, 2023, Thursday
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Emily Ball, Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair; Shannon Jacovino, Kathie Strout, Fran Traceski, Committee Chair

Absent: April Burke

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Kathie Strout. The agenda was approved.

3. Approval of Minutes From Tuesday, October 10, 2023:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Kathie Strout made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair. The minutes were approved.

4. Discussion of Committee Legislative Objectives and Priorities:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, summarized the Committee’s objectives discussed at the last meeting, all six issues were on the Committee’s agenda last year. He’d like the Committee to solidify their objectives and is open to discussing these and new action items.

Fran said Affordable Housing is still number one on the Committee’s list of goals. He and the Committee agree with Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, who felt the best way to approach the housing objective is to partner with other organizations involved with the issue. Fran will reach out to Walt to provide the group with some names and offer his insight as to the best way to contact relevant organizations that share the Committee’s concerns on housing.

Heatlh Care was the next biggest priority on the Committee’s list of objectives. Once the Connecticut Health Policy Project’s Speaker Series on accessible health care wraps up at the end of November, Fran suggested the possibility of a wrap-up session and an opportunity to discuss potential legislative items moving forward, areas in which the Council could do some work.

The Workforce Crisis is another high priority of the Committee. Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, said the legislative bills pertaining to this issue need to be closely monitored. He’d like the Council to strategize and support efforts addressing the crisis.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, clarified the Council’s current State Plan doesn’t explicitly focus on the workforce crisis. And no workforce development projects have been submitted to the Council for funding.

Walt said there is a workforce development item in Public Act 137. The Governor’s Workforce Council is developing a career pipeline and he is very plugged into it. He wants Council Members to let him know if they are interested in participating in it. He suggested people pay close attention to what the Workforce Council is doing and also listen to the solutions other groups are proposing. Council Members should become familiar with the CGA website and program it so they can receive email alerts every time there is an action on a bill they are following.

Since this is a short Legislative Session, there will be fewer bills than in a long session. However, the workforce crisis is a hot topic, so there will be legislation to track pertaining to it.

Group homes with capacity for 20 individuals are empty, because of staffing shortages. Shannon Jacovino commented there are people who are spending long term extended stays in hospital emergency rooms, because they have no place else to go. And there are many people who have access to day funding who can't find programs that will take them. She pointed out this is a sort of crisis that is hurting the people with the greatest needs the most. Programs are giving people with complex medical needs and behavioral needs notice, because they can’t support them. Also, most providers aren’t taking anybody who needs one on one staffing. 

Shannon is in the process of encouraging a group of families to organize and create a plan to talk to agencies and legislators. She’d like to arrange a meeting with Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, to get his input on strategies, and find out how the Council could support their efforts.

Emily Ball said she was at a recent regional conference for youth and transition and met some people who have disabilities that host podcasts where they interview other people with disabilities and have discussions on them. She knows a lot of young adults who have traveled a different work force path and done unique work.

Walt piggybacked on Shannon’s and Emily’s comments and said the Committee should structure the development of their program. What are the unmet needs? What are the priorities they believe the Legislature should be addressing? The next phase of the discussion should be, what does the Council do about it? What does the Council bring to these issues and where have they funded activity?

The two main steps Walt wants the Committee to follow are #1. Set your priorities, and #2. Create an action plan.

Walt explained at this time last year, he and Kathie Strout were reaching out to and organizing and energizing a group of 20 families, a tremendous amount of work that resulted in them calling the Speaker of the House when he introduced House Bill 5001. They asked him why it only said ID? The title of the bill itself was changed from intellectual disabilities to intellectual or developmental disabilities, and the rest is history!

Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, brought up the next item on the Committee’s priority list, Eligibility for Medicaid. He felt the issue had a “win” last year. Also, Charles Bergamo, Council Vice Chair is working to expand pay for caregivers for individuals with disabilities beyond the Department of Developmental Services (DDS).

Kathie Strout mentioned Medicaid, CMS, Social Security rules. This is a federal issue. A working group may be formed to tackle these concerns. Fran would like to be kept appraised of their plans.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, wants everyone to keep in mind the Council has five members that represent a State Government Department:
Brian Klimkiewicz represents the Department of Education (DOE), Special Education; Shannon Jacovino represents the Department of Developmental Services (DDS), Medicaid Waiver Services; Jennifer Switalski represents the State Unit on Aging at Aging and Disability Services (ADS); Lynn Frith represents the State Bureau of Rehabilitation Services (BRS) at Aging and Disability Services (ADS); Amy Soto represents the Department of Public Health (DPH).
If the Council is prioritizing issues that are the responsibility of any of those departments, it would make sense to loop them in.

Walt said if the Council wants something done in the legislature, there's two ways to go about it. They can go to the department that's responsible for that program or service and ask them to request a change in legislation, or they can go to a legislator and have them introduce the bill.

Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, moved to other items on the Committee’s priorities list. Two weeks ago at the annual meeting for the State Independent Living Council (SILC), attended by Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, the Secretary of State implored everyone in the room to ask the State Legislature to provide her with more funding for voter education. Although the Council is not permitted to directly ask the Legislature to give this money to the Secretary of State, they are allowed to take a position and educate legislators on the importance and the value of the Secretary of State providing training to local registrars and the enforcement of voting access for people with disabilities.

Fran inquired if there were other items that should be added to the Committee’s Legislative Agenda. He commented there was nothing on the agenda about jobs for people with disabilities or transportation.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, plans to speak on the transportation issue at the next Council meeting. He’d like to see the Council’s Five-Year Plan revised in light of Public Act 137 and other outcomes that have evolved. Transportation was in the Council’s previous Five-Year Plan and grant projects studying transportation were funded by the Council. Walt has had extensive conversations with the Deputy Commissioner at the Department of Transportation (DOT) on the topic.

Shannon Jacovino suggested the Council might always want a space on its agenda for housing, transportation, etc. It doesn’t necessarily mean the Council will take specific action, but it’s a statement of Council priorities, and the Council will want to be involved in any conversation around those issues for people with developmental disabilities.

Walt said the group may want to create two documents on top of the Council’s position statements, policy statements, testimonies, and all the other details, topic by topic or by bill. There should be an agenda and then an action plan. The action plan is much more limited because the Council can’t act on everything since there’s not always meaningful action to be taken, and there is a limit to the Council’s resources.

He spoke about how important it is for the Council to be paying attention to the bills that are introduced. The next time the Speaker of the House wants to introduce a bill regarding developmental disabilities, the Council should know about it.

Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, said another topic he’d like to discuss at a future time is how to separate members’ Council duties from their testimony and advocacy. Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, assured members they are also citizens and their membership on the Council doesn’t prevent them from saying whatever they want to as a Connecticut citizen. The personal views of members don’t necessarily have to agree with the views of the Council.

That being said, Walt clarified no one speaks for the Council without the Council taking a formal position. The Council has to draft a statement and members are required to vote on it. If members are concerned about their status when they testify as individuals, they can simply make a disclaimer statement. Many councils require this of their members. For example, "though I am a member of the Council on Development Disabilities, the opinions expressed here are my own and not those of the Council”, etc.

One strategy for the Council is for the Council position to be stated very carefully and plainly in a way that just cannot be interpreted as lobbying.

Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, added that much of the Committee has to be relationship building, and perhaps the Council could plan to do something at the Capital in the future to meet with Legislators and reach more people.

Shannon Jacovino recalled the Council use to have a Legislative Breakfast at the Legislative Office Building (LOB). It coincided on the same day as the Arc CT Family Hearing Day.

The Committee thought it was a great idea to schedule another Legislative Breakfast. Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, said he would get the Family Hearing Day date to the Committee. 

5. Adjournment:  Shannon Jacovino made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair; seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

