Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislation, Policy & Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday, November 21, 2024
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair; Emily Ball, Shannon Jacovino, Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair; Julie Vigil

Absent:  Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, Karen Healy, Lena Esposito,

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Recorder of Minutes

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 2:04 p.m. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Julie Vigil made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair. The agenda was approved.

3. Approval of Thursday, August 8, 2024, Meeting Minutes:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Julie Vigil made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Shannon Jacovino. The minutes were approved.

4. Comments from the Committee Chair:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, said the committee needs to consider where they are and what they should do and the next steps they should take right now.

5. Comments from the Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, discussed what the group could do during the upcoming 2025 Legislative session. This will depend on which bills the Council wants to support and which ones it wants to oppose.

Since the committee last met, Walt has attended a couple of statewide forums that were sponsored by the Partnership Strong Communities, the premier affordable housing advocacy group in Connecticut. Regional Legislative leaders attended. State Representative Jason Rojas spoke about what the issues are and what was needed to solve the problem. No upcoming specific pieces of legislation were mentioned to address the problem of affordable housing. The biggest obstacle to fixing the issue is local opposition and the local zoning restrictions that impact the building of multi-family homes and duplexes.

Walt recommended a book written by the housing conference keynote speaker, Jerusalem Demsas, a writer at the ‘Atlantic Monthly’. Her book, ‘On the Housing Crisis’, is a collection of the housing articles she wrote for the magazine.

Public Act 23-137 – An Act Concerning Resources and Support Services for Persons with an Intellectual or Developmental Disability included a section requiring the Commissioner of the Department of Developmental Services to come up with a plan for funding the construction of new affordable housing units for people with intellectual disabilities and autism. The plan was submitted in the DDS bill to this year’s 2024 legislative session. They requested fifteen million dollars in bonding to fund new affordable housing units and the request was passed. Recently they’ve requested six million dollars of the funding and are awaiting it’s approval in order to build new affordable housing units.

Walt said supportive housing is the solution to the crisis. It can be expanded, but for it to work, a lot more of it is needed.

In regard to healthcare, State Senator Matt Lesser is expected to reintroduce his bill he submitted at the end of the last Legislative session, Senate Bill No. 425 – An Act Prohibiting Discrimination by Health Care Providers in the Provision of Health Care Services in the State. It would essentially match Section #1557 of the Affordable Care Act (ACA).  Walt asked what kind of process the Council wants to use in terms of formally expressing support for new legislation in 2025. It would be a good idea for the Council to look at the different parts of the federal civil rights laws and decide on which ones they want to copy into state law, so there’s a state wall of protection around them for residents of Connecticut.

Council members can lobby, give testimony on an issue, and reveal they are serving on the Council, but they can’t speak for the Council.

Two reports are being completed by the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) on employment, and eligibility criteria. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, and Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, attended the OPM meeting on unemployment and Kathie Strout, Vice Chair, and Shannon Jacovino attended the meeting on the eligibility piece. The reports will be released in January. It’s possible the Council could hold a public forum to discuss the issues.

Walt will reach out to Chris Davis at the Connecticut Business & Industry Association (CBIA) and arrange a small group to meet with him.

The committee decided to meet every other week beginning in December.

6. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski; Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion of adjournment. Kathie Strout Council Vice Chair, made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Shannon Jacovino seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

