Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislation, Policy & Planning Comm Special Meeting
November 6, 2023, Monday
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Charles Bergamo, Council Vice Chair; Emily Ball, April Burke, Shannon Jacovino, Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair; Kathie Strout, Fran Traceski, Committee Chair

Absent: Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair; Mike Finley, Karen Healy

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin

Members of the Public:  Evan Dantos, Connecticut Network (CT-N)

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 2:01 p.m. Fran Traceski, Committee Chair acknowledged Connecticut Network (CT-N) would be airing the meeting. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Kathie Strout. The agenda was approved.

3. Approval of Minutes From Thursday, October 19, 2023:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the minutes. April Burke made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Shannon Jacovino. The minutes were approved.

4. Discussion of Committee Assignments and Research:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, said planning is underway for the Council’s Annual Legislative Breakfast. It will be on the same day as the CT Arc’s and ID Caucus’ Family Action Day. He is also tracking legislation on the website for the Connecticut General Assembly (CGA):
Bill Tracker info: Connecticut General Assembly
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/CGABillInfo/CGABillInfoRequest.asp 
Fran presented the Committee with a draft of the Council’s 2024 Legislative Agenda. Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, made a motion to approve the draft 2024 Legislative Agenda as it is. The motion was seconded by April Burke. The draft Legislative Agenda was approved.

“Affordable Housing” continues to be a top priority. Based on Committee discussion at the last meeting, the best way to address this problem is to collaborate with organizations who have more knowledge about it and are already working on it, such as the Partnership for Strong Communities, Mental Health Connecticut (MHConn) and the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).

Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, has been introducing the Council to the Partnership for Strong Communities, because of her work as Chair with the Keep the Promise Coalition (KTP) when she was President of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). She and Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, regularly participate in their meetings. Walt also attends the Public Policy Committee meetings for Mental Health Connecticut (MHConn). Since NAMI and MHConn are private organizations, their meetings are not open to the public.

Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, talked about improving access to healthcare for individuals with developmental disabilities. There are 2 forums left in the Connecticut Health Policy Project series on improving access to healthcare.  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said those dates are to be determined, because of scheduling problems with the desired speakers. He said the Council is already engaged with the Office of Health Strategy and with Connecticut Legislative leadership. Next steps will be discussed at his meeting with Senator Saud Anwar, Deputy President Pro Tempore; Chair: Public Health Committee; Vice Chair: Insurance & Real Estate Committee; Member: Appropriations Committee; Children’s Committee; Environment Committee.

Fran said the Council’s action plan is to assemble a panel of policymakers to discuss legislative strategies and possible next steps. Walt added the Connecticut Hospital Association reached out to the Council.

Fran stated the final bullet will be to identify what actions steps the Council needs to take and how they will take them after the final Connecticut Health Policy meeting.

The next agenda item addressed the “Workforce Crisis”. Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, suggested finding long term solutions to build capacity, support, recruitment or retention, and professional development of workers who provide home and community based services. Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said the timelines for those studies and analysis are called for in the public act and all of them extend into next year beyond the Legislative Session. He informed the Committee there's a section in the Public Act that requires the Chief Workforce Officer of the State to develop a career pipeline to address the workforce issue. The Office of Policy and Management (OPM) is staffing it and the Council is waiting to hear about when they are going to start accepting input.

Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, would also like to focus on and be intentional about developmental disabilities and where it begins developmentally. She also mentioned the Council has partners in the state that are in statute, like the Center for Children's Advocacy Medical-Legal Partnership, and the Connecticut Legal Rights Project (CLRP).

A new item on the Council’s Legislative Agenda is “Transportation”. Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said the CT Department of Developmental Services (DDS) is working on the issue, but it should still be a priority for the Council. In the past, he had extensive meetings with the CT Department of Transportation (CTDOT) to discuss it before Covid’s great pause. The topics included reimagining paratransit. Walt isn’t aware of any other groups involved in transportation in a way that would really benefit the Council. He said it could be an offline discussion.

Shannon Jacovino mentioned that DDS has had a transportation work group going on for quite some time that segued from a different process. DDS has continued and expanded it. She believes there are people from other state agencies on it as well.

Fran Traceski, Committee Chair said the Committee’s next agenda item should be reworded and Shannon Jacovino felt it should be broadened to “Improving Employment Outcomes for People with Developmental Disabilities”.

Kathie Strout noted people with developmental disabilities aren’t being hired, because they can’t even get through the interviewing process. She knows many people who are college educated, but can’t navigate through an job interview. Also, some of the people need long term job coaching that is not provided by the CT Bureau of Rehabilitation Services (BRS).

Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, covered the agenda’s next item, “Enhancing Eligibility for Medicaid, Home and Community Services”. Charles Bergamo, Council Vice Chair, is leading the work in this area right now and exploring avenues to expand eligibility to Non-DDS supported individuals with disabilities.

Fran discussed improving communication on the agenda item dealing with “Special Education and Adult Services”. The action plan is to follow up with Bryan Klimkiewicz at the CT Department of Education (DOE), and a Council Member. And for the Council to stay informed about CT Legislative activities happening at the state level and supporting them when appropriate. Kathie Strout would like to see districts have a year look back before a transitioning student accepts a high school diploma. Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, is a former member of the Special Education Advisory Council that is run by Bryan Klimkiewicz, and she supports Kathie’s recommendation, as well as language access, and plain language. Fran will make some additions to this agenda item.

Kathie Strout had several more items she wanted to discuss. Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, asked for a motion to table the discussion. Kathie Strout made a motion to table the discussion. Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, seconded the motion. The motion passed.

5. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski; Committee Chair, motioned to adjourn the meeting. Kathie Strout seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 3:02 p.m.

