Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislation, Policy & Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday, December 19, 2024
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair; Lena Esposito,                Shannon Jacovino, Kaitlynn Ramos, Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair; Julie Vigil

Absent:  Emily Ball, Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, Karen Healy, 

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Recorder of Minutes

1. Call to Order with No Quorum:  The meeting began at 2:05 p.m. with no quorum.

1. Comments from the Committee Chair:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, revealed Fay Lenz is the new Board President of the Arc Connecticut. They will be starting interviews soon to fill the Executive Director position. Tom Fiorentino will be taking the lead on all advocacy for the Arc CT.

2. New Business:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, mentioned the Arc has put out 2 videos over the past 3 months. Tom Fiorentino is working on another video specifically for key Legislators and people on the Arc’s mailing list about the workforce issue.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, commented the Council’s advocacy needs to focus on where the money is, how it will be used, and what ratio will be used for budgeting. He’d like to see a proposal from someone with professional knowledge on how the budget works that the Council could endorse and support.

One of the areas Partnership for Strong Communities will be focusing on this year is the Rental Assistance Program (RAP). Walt said the Council needs to pay attention to this, because if the Legislative doesn’t make progress on fair share zoning, we’d like them to make some progress on RAP. The Council can support increased bonding for new construction of affordable housing. It won't solve the whole problem, but it’s something the Legislature can do that is specific, physical and realistic. Affordable housing space and housing stock are in extremely short supply.

3. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was officially called to order at 2:26 p.m. 

4. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Shannon Jacovino made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair. The agenda was approved.

5. Approval of Thursday, December 5, 2024, Meeting Minutes:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Shannon Jacovino made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair. The minutes were approved.

6. New Business Cont.:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, informed the group a forum on Supported Decision Making will take place on Zoom on Thursday, January 9th from 6:00 – 7:00 pm.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, is meeting with the Chief Workforce Officer at the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD) in January.

The report from the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) is due at the beginning of January. It was assigned to them by Substitute House Bill No. 5001, Public Act 23-137: An Act Concerning Resources and Support Services for Persons with an Intellectual or Developmental Disability. The Legislature is waiting to see the report and it’s recommendations for promoting employment of people with developmental disabilities.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, told the group that according to the CT Mirror, a new Committee on Government Administration Oversight has been created and the Chair is State Representative Lucy Dathan. The Council may be able to approach the committee with their concerns about the 2012 implementor bill that called on OPM to submit a report on the closure of Southbury Training School. The bill was passed and signed by the Governor.

The conclusion of the recent Medical Assistance Program Oversight (MAPOC) meeting was the administration is not going to be making any recommendations to the Legislature in 2025 regarding managed care and the Medicaid cap. They decided more study needs to be done. The study was requested by the Governor. Walt, Attorney Sheldon Toubman, Ellen Andrews, and others are planning to submit some very specific questions for the Department of Social Services (DSS).

Part of the study focused on institutional long-term care that included Southbury Training School, Connecticut Valley Hospital, and others. A more detailed accounting of their expenses is needed.

Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, has been researching getting college paid for through Medicaid. She spoke to a representative at College Steps and was told Massachusetts, New York and Vermont have programs for it. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, said he could introduce her to the Council Executive Directors of the MA, NY, and VT Councils on Developmental Disabilities. It may help her locate the information she needs quicker.

Shannon Jacovino commented the Council funded a grant 3 years ago for a project led by Dr. Linda Rammler at the UCONN UCEDD that was responsible for setting up a secondary education program for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities at Goodwin University. Walt said he would connect Kathie with Dr. Mary Beth Bruder, the Director of the UCONN UCEDD.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, mentioned he had sent the committee official guidance from the Administration for Community Living (ACL) on Council membership lobbying activities. The Council can take a position on issues and give its opinion, but they must be prepared to back it up.

7. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski; Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion of adjournment. Shannon Jacovino made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 3:07 p.m.

