Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislation, Policy & Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday, January 23, 2025
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair; Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair; Lena Esposito, Shannon Jacovino, 

Absent:  Emily Ball, Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, Karen Healy, Julie Vigil

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Recorder of Minutes

1. Call to Order with No Quorum:  The meeting began at 2:02 p.m. with no quorum.

1. Comments from the Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, sent the Committee a long list of bills on the State Legislative agenda to be discussed and monitored. He told the group they need to decide which bills they would like a letter for or against a bill to be sent to legislators before a bill hearing is scheduled. He said to pay close attention to the sponsors of bills. Any Committee member or Council member can draft a letter. Walt would then send the letter to the Council’s for their approval. If there is any debate, it can be discussed at either a full Council meeting or an Executive Committee meeting can be arranged.

Walt said the Council can take a position on legislation. They can say they think a bill should be passed because, for example, it will benefit the population they serve. And then state why they think it should be passed and back it up with data. It can’t just be an opinion. The Council’s position needs to be backed up by facts with data behind them, and it can’t favor any particular political party.

Shannon Jacovino asked if the committee could submit recommendations of bills to all Council members and ask for feedback on them. The committee thought this was an excellent idea. There just can’t be a lengthy discussion about them in an email thread, because it will go against FOIA rules.

2. New Business:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, discussed the first batch of bills on the committee’s radar. The first bill being tracked is Proposed S.B. No. 1 – AN ACT INCREASING RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS, SCHOOLS AND SPECIAL EDUCATION, and Proposed H.B. No. 5001 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE QUALITY AND DELIVERY OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES IN CONNECTICUT. Their purpose is to act on the recommendations by the Task Force To Study Special Education Services and Funding set forth in Public Acts. 21-95, 22-116, 23-150, 24-93. The task force has just released their 3 year long study in a report. Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director has a copy of their report. Also recently, was a meeting at the State Legislative Office Building of the advisory council that Council Member, Bryan Klimkiewicz sits on as the Special Education Division Director at the State Department of Education. Walt attended the meeting and was given a copy of the Advisory Council’s recommendations. Walt said nearly a dozen other bills have been introduced on special education and he has a large list of them he will send out upon request.

Proposed S.B. No. 12 – AN ACT CONCERNING CONNECTICUT’S HOUSING NEEDS, and Proposed H.B. No. 5002 – AN ACT CONCERNING HOUSING AND THE NEEDS OF HOMELESS PEOPLE. These bills speak to fair and equitable housing opportunities in all state communities, lowering housing costs, increasing housing options, and offering better support to homeless persons. Of the block of housing bills being proposed, H.B. No. 5002 is likely to get a hearing, because it was introduced by Representative Matthew Ritter and Representative Jason Rojas.

Proposed S.B. No. 7 – AN ACT CONCERNING PROTECTIONS FOR ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE AND THE EQUITABLE DELIVERY OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE STATE. Since Medicaid is a reimbursement program, the State of Connecticut fronts the money, then files for reimbursement from the federal government. It can take up to 18 months to 2 years before the state receives federal reimbursement! This bill would provide state funds to offset federal reductions in Medicaid reimbursements. The bill has a lot of legislative sponsors.

Proposed S.B. No 400 – AN ACT REQUIRING A STUDY REGARDING THE DEFINITION OF “INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY”, and Proposed H.B. No. 5372 – AN ACT CONCERNING DEFINITIONS AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA PERTAINING TO SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY. The bills would put in place recommendations from Section 4 of Public Act 23-137. Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director met with State Representative Lucy Dathan, and is writing some language for her on this topic. The committee launched into a discussion of strategies to address the issue.

Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, reported on the Pickle Rule bill. General Assembly Proposed Bill No. 981 – AN ACT EXPANDING MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY FOR OLDER PERSONS AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. This bill would enact the federal Pickle Eligibility Rule in Connecticut. The Pickle Rule would allow individuals who receive both Medicaid and Medicare to maintain their eligibility for Medicaid if their monthly income increases due to a change in their stipend.

Proposed S.B. No. 1025 – AN ACT PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION IN THE PROVISION OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES. Senator Matt Lesser’s bill would enact Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act in State Statues and prevent discrimination in health care. When this bill was introduced last year, the language in the bill was changed. The bill ended the legislative process as a Joint Favorable bill.

If a committee believes a raised or committee bill should be taken up by the full General Assembly, it votes to give the bill a favorable report. Since the committee is a joint committee (with members from both the House and the Senate), the vote is called a Joint Favorable Report.

Governor Lamont will submit his budget to the Legislature during the first week of February. At that time, the State Legislative Committees will schedule hearings on the budget. The Council will be following the sessions of the Public Health, Human Services, Education, Insurance and Real Estate, and the Planning and Development Legislative Committees.

3. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski; Council Chair and Committee Chair, adjourned the meeting at 3:15 p.m.

