Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislation, Policy & Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday, December 5, 2024
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair; Emily Ball, Lena Esposito, Shannon Jacovino, Kaitlynn Ramos, Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair; Julie Vigil

Absent:  Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, Karen Healy, 

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Recorder of Minutes

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 2:02 p.m. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Emily Ball made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair. The agenda was approved.

3. Approval of Thursday, November 21, 2024, Meeting Minutes:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Emily Ball. The minutes were approved.

4. Comments from the Committee Chair:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, said the committee will meet every 2 weeks for the near future to discuss important issues that impact the lives of people with developmental disabilities and how they can bring them to the attention of Legislators during the long 2025 Legislative session that begins in January.

Fran, Walter Glomb, Executive Director, and other Committee members attended the Informational Hearing on Supported Decision Making: An Alternative to Guardianship and Conservatorship hosted by the Intellectual Developmental Disability (IDD) Caucus with Co-Chairs, State Representatives Lucy Dathan and Jay Case. Jonathan Martinis, Esq., J.D. gave a presentation on Supported Decision-Making: Protecting Rights, Ensuring Choices.

The Council Legislation Committee discussed the Council sponsoring a forum on Support Decision Making.

5. New Business:  The Council reviewed the list of policy concerns submitted by Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair. They focused on issues to do with the Community First Choice (CFC) Program, Medicaid and Medicare, DDS eligibility, DDS waivers, the “Pickle Rule” (allows individuals who receive both Medicaid and Medicare to maintain their eligibility for Medicaid if their monthly income increases due to a change in their stipend), special education, and the imprisoning of people with autism and developmental disabilities.

Sheldon Toubman, a Litigation Attorney at Disability Rights Connecticut (DRCT) and Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director have been working on the problem of the Community First Choice (CFC) Program and peoples’ benefits being denied by the Department of Social Services (DSS). Attorney Toubman has been handling these cases at DRCT and has been actively involved in defending individuals at DSS administrative hearings. Walt and Sheldon created fact sheets on the topic and Sheldon gave a one hour webinar on the issue. The webinar was recorded and Walt will share the link with everyone.

The Committee will research about how transportation works for medical situations that aren’t immediately urgent. Walt said Medicaid will cover an ambulance in an emergency.

Walt said the Committee needs a clear statement of what is covered under the autism waiver and what is in the statute. If the Council would like to make changes to the waiver, their revisions can be submitted to the Legislature. The language can be extended to all ten waivers.

Walt said the group should put together a list of “asks” and give them to the full Council. Then with the Council’s approval, a request can be made to State Legislators to take action on them.

Fran Traceski, Council Chair, said he is waiting to hear back from The Arc CT to find out what date they set for their family hearing day in February. The Council will hold it’s legislative breakfast on the same date.

6. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski; Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion of adjournment. Shannon Jacovino made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 2:58 p.m.

