Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislation, Policy & Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday, January 30, 2025
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair; Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair; Emily Ball, Lena Esposito, Shannon Jacovino, 

Absent:  Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, Karen Healy, Julie Vigil

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Recorder of Minutes

1. Call to Order with No Quorum:  The meeting began at 3:05 p.m. with no quorum.

1. Comments from the Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, reviewed his spreadsheet of many bills after categorizing and sorting them. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, asked when public hearings for the bills would be scheduled. Walt said the rule is a 5 day notice for a public hearing. The day the notice is made and the day of the hearing are included in the 5 day rule, which can make the notice seem shorter.

H.B. No. 5372 – AN ACT CONCERNING DEFINITIONS AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA PERTAINING TO SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY. The bill introduced by Representative Mike Demicco would put in place recommendations from Section 4 of Public Act 23-137. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, met with State Representative Lucy Dathan, and sent her the language she had requested for the bill. Walt will be following up with Representatives Dathan and Demicco to confirm their receipt of the substitute language, have spoken to the leadership, and are moving the bill forward. Council members need to contact their State Representative and State Senator and ask them to co-sponsor the bill.

Emily Ball wrote a letter to her Legislators and asked what to put in the subject area. Walt said to put the bill number and part of the bill name in the letter’s subject line. The body of the correspondence should contain who you are (your identity), your connection to the bill, such as being a person with a developmental disability, and you are a member of the Council. Ask your Legislator to co-sponsor House Bill #5372. Then it’s up to you about how much you want to include on why you think the bill is important. Keep it simple. The content isn’t as important as sending the correspondence out!

Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, has talked to people who struggle with, and are afraid of approaching and speaking to their legislators to tell their stories. They don’t know who their Legislators are, or how to find this out on the state government website. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, said to use email to contact Legislators with an easy ask to support a bill. Also, there are a lot of bills to follow. To address the overwhelm, Walt suggested the bills be organized by their level of priority, and have people send out emails or letters for the most critical bills. Kathie will paste the web address for the CGA in her emails, https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/cgafindleg.asp

General Assembly Bill No. 981 – AN ACT EXPANDING MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY FOR OLDER PERSONS AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. This bill would enact the federal Pickle Eligibility Rule in Connecticut. The Pickle Rule would allow individuals who receive both Medicaid and Medicare to maintain their eligibility for Medicaid if their monthly income increases due to a change in their stipend. The bill has been reserved for a public hearing. Agencies and the public need to be educated on it. People need to watch out for, and attend a public hearing when it is scheduled. The Council could draft some talking points for people to use in their testimony.

S.B. No. 1025 – AN ACT PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION IN THE PROVISION OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES. Senator Matt Lesser’s bill would enact Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act in State Statues and prevent discrimination in health care. The present bill doesn’t contain the changed wording of last year’s bill. The Council was encouraged to ask their Legislators to co-sponsor the bill. It hasn’t been raised or scheduled for a public hearing yet.

H.B. No. 5001 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE QUALITY AND DELIVERY OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES IN CONNECTICUT, and Proposed S.B. No. 1 – AN ACT INCREASING RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS, SCHOOLS AND SPECIAL EDUCATION. Their purpose is to act on the recommendations by the Task Force To Study Special Education Services and Funding set forth in Public Acts. 21-95, 22-116, 23-150, 24-93. The bill was introduced by Representatives Jason Rojas and Matthew Ritter. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, has some specific items she wants to see added to the bill. Among them are informing parents of children with disabilities they have a right to education, can remain in high school and not accept a diploma until age 22. She will share her list of issues with the committee members. It’s more than likely the bill will get a hearing and pass, so people need to write to their Legislators and include their topics of concern. Tom Cosker, Education Consultant at Disability Rights Connecticut, and a graduate of Partners in Policymaking, is a great resource on the bill. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, and Shannon Jacovino, the Ombudsperson at CT Developmental Services (DDS), said Tom is very knowledgeable on the issues. Walt will set up a call between Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, and Tom. Senate Bill #1 focuses more on funding and resources, while House Bill #5001 looks at policies and procedures.

H.B. No. 5479 – AN ACT CONCERNING FUNDING FOR THE ENCOMPASS TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM SERVICING THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED POPULATION. Encompass is only available in the Greater Hartford and Greater New Haven regions. It is run by Hartford Transit and subsidized by the Department of Transportation (DOT). CT Developmental Services (DDS) uses the program. People with disabilities can use combined DOT funding and their waiver funding to get free on-demand transportation by taxi. The program is at risk due to the expiring of DOT funding. The bill needs co-sponsors to bring it to the attention of the Transportation Committee’s Legislative Chair.
S.B. No. 804 – AN ACT EXPANDING LONG-TERM CARE OPTIONS OF MEDICAID BENEFICIARIES. This bill was introduced to provide funding to offset federal cuts to Medicaid. The bill is a placeholder, because the shortage for Medicaid is unknown at this time, until a new federal budget is approved. Attorney Sheldon Toubman is providing substitute language for the bill. The Council should support this bill.

H.B. No. 6176 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE AUTHORITY OF THE PROBATE COURT TO ORDER A PERSON WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES TO SUBMIT TO AN INVOLUNTARY MEDICAL EVALUATION AND ASSITED OUTPATIENT MEDICAL TREATMENT. The Council needs to oppose this bill. The bill makes it easier for the Probate Court to overrule an individual who states they do not want any particular medical evaluation or treatment. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, wants to know the history behind this bill. Shannon Jacovino will reach out to Kathy Flaherty, Staff Attorney at Statewide Legal Services of Connecticut for further details on the bill. Walt said Gretchen Knauff, Director of New Haven Department of Services for Persons with DisabilitiesavH has good insight on this bill too.

S.B. No. 1176 – AN ACT CONCERNING FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE LONGTERM CARE OMBUDSMAN AND AREA AGENCIES ON AGING SERVICE NAVIGATORS. The Office of Longterm Care Ombudsperson is Mairead Painter, and her office has numerous unfilled and unfunded positions. The CT Area Agencies on Aging, which are private nonprofit agencies, funded by the Department of Aging and Disability Services, have Service Navigators in their offices who are experts on Medicare, Eligibility, etc. Because of the cuts expected to Medicaid, this bill is particularly important. A public hearing for this bill is scheduled for February 6th.

New Business:  Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, and Walter Glomb, Executive Director, discussed locating a bill where a request could be made for the creation of a position for an Ombudsperson for the Department of Social Services (DSS). 

2. Approval of Draft Committee Meeting Minutes:  With a quorum present, Fran Traceski; Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the draft committee meeting minutes from December 19, 2024 and January 23, 2025. Shannon Jacovino made a motion to approve the draft committee meeting minutes. Lena Esposito seconded the motion. The motion passed.

3. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski; Council Chair and Committee Chair, adjourned the meeting at 4:30 p.m. The Committee will meet again on February 6, 2025.

