Approved
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislation, Policy & Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday, August 8, 2024
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Fran Traceski, Acting Council Chair, Committee Chair; Emily Ball, Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, Lena Esposito, Shannon Jacovino, Kathie Strout, Acting Council Vice Chair

Absent:  Karen Healy

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Recorder of Minutes

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Acting Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Shannon Jacovino. The agenda was approved.

3. Approval of Thursday, April 29, 2024, Meeting Minutes:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Shannon Jacovino made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Kathie Strout, Acting Council Vice Chair. The minutes were approved.

4. Comments from the Committee Chair:  Fran Traceski, Acting Council Chair and Committee Chair, reviewed the Council’s Legislative old agenda to give the Committee an idea of what they might want to focus on for the next Legislative session. The new Connecticut Legislative Session begins on Wednesday, January 8, 2025, and ends on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. During the first day of the session, Legislators will start filing bills.

Fran said it will be a very challenging year for the new state budget due to the American Plan Rescue Act (ARPA) funds being gone.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said the Governor is planning to release his budget during the first week of February 2025. Budget hearings will be held during mid-February until the end of the month. The Appropriations Committee can be expected to submit its response to the Governor’s budget sometime in March of 2025.

Walt stated the Connecticut State Independent Living Council (SILC) is holding a Candidates’ Forum at the Bristol Event Center on Wednesday, October 9. The Council is a sponsor of the event.

Fran Traceski, Acting Council Chair and Committee Chair, alerted the Committee that the Arc CT is in the process of organizing a series of public forums with State Legislative candidates on disability issues around Connecticut. He’ll pass on more information to the Committee as it becomes available.

5. Committee Business:  The items on the Council’s 2024 Legislative were:

1.	Increase Affordable Housing for Individuals with Developmental 	Disabilities

2.	Improve Access to Healthcare for Individuals with Developmental 	Disabilities

3.	Address the Workforce Crisis

4.	Improve Access to Transportation for Individuals with Developmental 	Disabilities

5.	Improve Employment Outcomes for Individuals with Developmental 	Disabilities

6.	Enhance Eligibility for Medicaid’s Home and Community-Based 	Services (HCBS)

7.	Improve Communication on Special Education and Adulthood Services

8.	Support Voting Rights of Individuals with Developmental Disabilities

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said Housing is a very tough topic and there is a lot of interest in it. The Legislature continues to search for a solution to the problem that works and is politically friendly. Regarding housing for individuals with developmental disabilities, the Committee should watch the budget carefully for line items on the Housing Assistance Rental Assistance Program (RAP) certificates. Affordable housing, as well as more funding for the program is needed.

To address Healthcare, Walt met with Senator Matthew Lesser, a member of the Judicial Committee, last month. Senator Lesser plans to reintroduce his bill from last year. It was Senate Bill No. 425: An Act Prohibiting Discrimination by Health Care Providers in the Provision of Health Care Services in the State. It was to protect classes of people by age, gender, gender identity, ethnicity, race, and disabilities. The bill would have paid special attention to mental, physical, and intellectual disabilities.

The Council is supporting the Connecticut Health Access Alliance. Their website was launched at the end of June. So far, a dozen organizations have joined the Alliance. Walt and others will be speaking with State Representatives Lucy Dathan and Jillian Gilchrest, and Senator M. Saud Anwar in the future.

Walt said in the area of Workforce Development, the Office of Workforce Strategy has produced a report. It contains some proposals for a plan and administrative support for developing a human services workforce career pipeline.

Regarding Transportation, Walt said there were a couple of items in “Public Act No. 23-137: An Act Concerning Resources and Support Services for Persons with an Intellectual or Developmental Disability” that addressed transportation issues. The items are currently unfunded. Micro-Transit is promising and continues to be a hot topic.

An Employment study of people with developmental disabilities is being handled by Heather Ferguson-Hull at the Office of Policy and Management (OPM).

Meanwhile, Tara Viens from the OPM is working on an Eligibility study.

Committee members were encouraged to check out the legislative agendas for the Keep the Promise Coalition (KTP), the Connecticut Legal Rights Project (CLRP), Mental Health Connecticut (MHConn), NAMI CT (National Alliance on Mental Illness, and Arc CT. Most of the organizations should have a legislative agenda for 2025 posted in October.

6. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski; Acting Council Chair and Committee Chair, adjourned the meeting at 2:00 p.m.

