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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Membership Committee Meeting
Wednesday, December 11, 2024
11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Via MS Teams
MINUTES



Present:  	Andrew Black, Lynn Firth, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Rene Lambert, Ashley McClain, 			Kaitlynn Ramos, Committee Chair; Julie Vigil

Absent:	Michelle Baughman, Lena Esposito, Shannon Jacovino, 

Staff:		Walter Glomb, Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Program Assistant


11:03 a.m.	Call to order & Quorum Check:  Kaitlynn Ramos, Committee Chair, called the 	meeting to order with a quorum.
 
11:05 a.m.	Approval of Agenda:  Ashley McClain made a motion to approve the meeting Agenda. Andrew Black seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.
 
11:08 a.m.	New Business:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director said there are 2 open seats on the council that need to be filled. One council slot is for a non-profit agency and the other slot is for an individual with a developmental disability. If the committee can interview potential applicants and vote on who they would like to fill the seats, they can present their selections to the full council at the Council meeting on Tuesday, January 14, 2024. If it isn’t possible to get everything done by the time of the meeting, the Executive Committee can approve the committee’s choices on behalf of the council. It will probably take the legal office of the legislature a few months to send out the Governor’s acceptance letters to the new members, because they will be busy reviewing legislative bills for the Governor.

	Non-profit providers concerned about people with developmental disabilities that have had people serving on the council in the past include the Arc CT and Mental Health Connecticut (MHConn).

	Lynn Firth would like to see someone representing the autism community serve on the council. At the State Bureau of Rehabilitation Services (BRS), she is working on an employment grant that focuses on DDS eligible individuals with an intellectual disability. Many of them have autism.

	Bryan Klimkiewicz mentioned the State Department of Education (DOE) has a partnership with the Parent Advocacy Center and State Educational Resource Center (SERC) of Connecticut, where they have youth advisory groups. The youth advisors are individuals who are 18 – 26 years old. Bryan said he will post information for the students that there is an opportunity and opening on the council for a student.

	Walter Glomb, Executive Director, said the Autism Waiver would have a list of qualified service providers who could be contacted by the council. An assistant for Christine Weston, Director of Community Options at the Department of Social Services (DSS) should be able to provide it.

	Bryan Klimkiewicz also suggested the Center for Excellence in Autism at Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU) as another good option to find potential applicants.

	Walt will reach out to Southern CT State University, Autism Services & Resources Connecticut (ASRC).

	Ashley McClain also has contacts with the SCSU Autism Center and with the ASRC. She will contact them. She asked if a parent organization advocate could apply for council membership. Walt said yes, if the organization is incorporated and its focus is on advocating for people with developmental disabilities. They should be a valid and respected voice in the community.

11:36 a.m.	Kaitlynn Ramos, Committee Chair, adjourned the meeting at 11:36 a.m. 
