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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 11, 2025, 10:04 a.m. – 12:32 p.m.
(Hybrid - Online via Microsoft Teams & at the East Hartford, CT DDS)

 
The 254th meeting of the Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, March 11, 2025, from 10:04 a.m. to 12:32 p.m. on Teams and at the East Hartford DDS Branch. 

Presiding:  Francis Traceski, Chair

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Program Assistant

Members Present:  Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Andrew Black, Laurie Cantwell, Andy Cirioli, Emily Cowen, Lena Esposito, Lynn Frith, Karen Healy, Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Ashley McClain, Rachel Mirsky, Kaitlynn Ramos, Graziela Reis, Sierra Scott, Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, Julie Vigil

Members Absent:   Rene Lambert, Elena Poma, Sagacity Walker

Members of the Public:  Kim Jacobson, Attorney Greg Jones 

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director

1. Welcome:  Fran Traceski, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting at 10:04 a.m.

2. Presentation on Commission on Human Rights:  Kim Jacobson, a Legal Director at the Commission on Human Rights presented on the role of the CHRO, a state agency that handles various types of discrimination cases, such as employment cases, public accommodation cases, and housing cases.

3. Call to Order:  With a quorum present, Fran Traceski, Chair, began the regular business meeting portion of the Council meeting at 11:02 p.m.

4. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Emily Ball made a motion to approve the agenda. Julie Vigil seconded the motion. The motion passed.

5. Comments by the Chair:  Fran Traceski, Chair, said the State Legislature is in its long session and it has been a busy two months. While tracking numerous bills, the council is helping to craft bills, and has been providing a lot of testimony to the Legislature.

The Council had a very successful Annual Legislative Breakfast on February 18th at the State Legislative Office Building with many Legislators, Council members, grantees, and public present. Fran thanked Karen Healy, Council Member, who gave a moving speech to the attendees.

A well attended Connecticut Arc and IDD Caucus’ Family Day at the State Capitol was held on Tuesday, February 25th. Council members and their family members provided testimony to the public and legislators. 

Report from the Council Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, commented the Bridging Aging and Disabilities Network Community of Practice are continuing to meet for their bi-monthly Meetings. Their last meeting was on the M7 Encompass Transportation Program that has requested funding from the Legislature.

A project by the Connecticut Health Access Alliance (CHAA) was funded by the Council. They produced materials posted on the CHAA website to guide people on filing complaints with the Federal Department of Justice to the US Attorney for the District of Connecticut, who has a local citizen complaint process. The channel is now at risk. Federal departments are experiencing major staff reductions and changing priorities, so getting attention from the US Attorney may be a problem even with federal rights.

Over the next two weeks, Walt plans to catalogue all the civil rights in Connecticut, and create a one page fact sheet with an introduction on Connecticut civil rights laws. It will include a list of contacts to ensure enforcement of the regulations. For input, Walt has been in touch with the Attorney General's Office and the Department of Public Health and other private groups, including the President of the Association of Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) in Connecticut, along with Disability Rights Connecticut (DRCT), Connecticut Legal Rights Project (CLRP), and the Center for Children's Advocacy.

[bookmark: _Hlk196136797]The Council continues to focus on another Connecticut Health Access Alliance activity by working with Healthcare Practitioners to develop a list of recommendations by doctors “for” doctors and all levels of healthcare providers on reasonable expectations and the accommodations all doctors offices or healthcare providers should provide.

The Council is tracking the following legislation:

[bookmark: _Hlk196136626]S.B. No. 1176 – AN ACT CONCERNING FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE LONGTERM CARE OMBUDSMAN AND AREA AGENCIES ON AGING SERVICE NAVIGATORS. The bill concerns funding for the Office of Longterm Care Ombudsperson and the CT Area Agencies on Aging, to provide them with more staff, including more benefits. It was approved by the Legislative Aging Committee and was sent to the Appropriations Committee.

[bookmark: _Hlk196217794][bookmark: _Hlk196218079]H.B. No. 5002 – AN ACT CONCERNING HOUSING AND THE NEEDS OF HOMELESS PERSONS, and S.B. No. 12 – AN ACT CONCERNING CONNECTICUT’S HOUSING NEEDS. The purpose of these bills is to lower housing costs, increase housing options, and better support homeless persons, and to promote fair and equitable housing opportunities in every community in the state. There was one public hearing for both bills. The Council testified on the need for housing for people with disabilities. Both Joint Favorable bills have been passed out of the Housing Committee and sent to the House and Senate for a vote, so the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate will be calling those bills for a vote.

[bookmark: _Hlk196140304]H. B. No. 5037 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CONNECTICUT CONNECT 700 PROGRAM TO EXPAND STATE
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. The Human Services Committee hasn’t voted on this bill yet.
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[bookmark: _Hlk196140336]General Assembly Bill No. 981 – AN ACT EXPANDING MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY FOR OLDER PERSONS AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, has been working on this bill. It would enact the federal Pickle Eligibility Rule in Connecticut. The rule would allow individuals who receive both Medicaid and Medicare to maintain their eligibility for Medicaid if their monthly income increases due to a change in their stipend. The bill had a public hearing and is in the Appropriations Committee.

[bookmark: _Hlk196140371]H.B. No. 7159 – An Act Creating Yellow Envelopes To Promote Accommodation And Communication Between First Responders And Persons With Cognitive Impairments Or Physical Disabilities And Increasing Awareness Of Blue And Yellow Envelopes Among First Responders. This bill seeks to improve communication and support for individuals with cognitive impairments or physical disabilities during emergency situations. Council member, Ashley McClain developed this program to educate First Responders on approaching and communicating with people with developmental disabilities, especially persons with Autism. The bill will create a yellow envelope for people with disabilities to carry with them to alert First Responders to their needs. The bill just had a public hearing. 

[bookmark: _Hlk196140467]H.B. No. 5001 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE QUALITY AND DELIVERY OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES IN CONNECTICUT, and Proposed S.B. No. 1 – AN ACT INCREASING RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS, SCHOOLS AND SPECIAL EDUCATION. Their purpose is to act on the recommendations by the Task Force To Study Special Education Services and Funding set forth in Public Acts. 21-95, 22-116, 23-150, 24-93. This aircraft carrier bill was introduced by Representatives Jason Rojas and Matthew Ritter. The bill is scheduled for a hearing on March 12th. 

S.B. No. 1 – AN ACT INCREASING RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS, SCHOOLS AND SPECIAL EDUCATION. The bill is to improve the quality of education for the state’s children, and was introduced by the Legislative Education Committee. Senate Bill #1 focuses more on funding and resources, while House Bill #5001 looks at policies, procedures, and practices.

H.B. No. 5372 – AN ACT CONCERNING DEFINITIONS AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA PERTAINING TO SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY. The bill introduced by Representative Mike Demicco would put in place the recommendations from Section 4 of Public Act 23-137. It’s goal is to remove IQ from the eligibility criteria, or expand the criteria beyond IQ, for the DDS Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Waivers. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, had a very successful meeting with State Representative Lucy Dathan, who wants to move the bill forward. Walt submitted language to be included in the bill. The next step is for the House Co-Chair of the Public Health Committee, Representative Cristin McCarthy Vahey, to call the bill and have it voted on, to draft it into a committee bill. This means the bill will be written in legislative language. Council members need to write to Representative McCarthy Vahey and ask her to call the bill for a public hearing. Also, members can ask their Legislative Representatives to co-sponsor the bill.

H. B. No. 7108 January Session, 2025 LCO No. 5570 Referred to Committee on HUMAN SERVICES Introduced by: (HS) AN ACT CONCERNING AUTISM AND INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY. This bill is the Human Services Committee version of the bill originally introduced as H.B. No. 5372 – AN ACT CONCERNING DEFINITIONS AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA PERTAINING TO SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY. The bill continues the process to develop new eligibility criteria. It just had a public hearing. It will get rid of IQ as criteria for the DDS Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Waivers. It had a public hearing a week ago.

[bookmark: _Hlk195512921]The next step for H.B. 7108 is a proposal for the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) to complete another year of study. They said it would be costly. Representative Jillian Gilchrest , the Co-Chair of the Human Services Committee, wants to find a way to move forward with the project. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, thought the project was something the council could accomplish and sent a proposal to her, Representative Lucy Dathan, Representative Mike Demicco, and Representative Jay Case.

6. Vote on Substitute Proposal as Stated for H.B. No. 5372 – AN ACT CONCERNING DEFINITIONS AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA PERTAINING TO SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY and H. B. No. 7108 January Session, 2025 LCO No. 5570 Referred to Committee on HUMAN SERVICES Introduced by: (HS) AN ACT CONCERNING AUTISM AND INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair, asked for a motion to approve the substitute proposal as stated for H.B. No. 5372 and H.B. No. 7108:

“Appropriate $90,000 for the Council to design a small pilot for FY 2027, within existing appropriations for the DDS Medicaid Waivers, that would allow DDS to serve a few individuals with IQ greater than 69 and high LON TBD. This would require some minor changes to CGS Sec. 17a-210 et seq, and some minor changes to the DDS eligibility process to be determined by the study. There would be no change to the definition of intellectual disability, so there would be no impact on the Autism Waiver and no impact on the existing pool of individuals that are eligible for DDS.”

Michelle Baughman made a motion to approve the substitute proposal as stated. Shannon Jacovino seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Fran Traceski, Council Chair, opened a discussion on proposal. He said Walt will work with the Legislators on the final language. Members could form an ad hoc committee to work with Walt and attend meetings with the consultant(s) hired by the Council.

The discussion closed. Fran Traceski, Council Chair, asked the Council to approve the motion. The motion passed. There was one abstention.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, said the Administration for Community Living has a new leader, Mary Lazare, Acting ACL Administrator and Assistant Secretary for Aging. She has held this position before and is very familiar with the agency.

Walt said discussions have occurred at the Department of Social Services and in the Legislature on Medicaid. A study was authorized for a study over the past 2 years to examine and research the possibility of organizing a managed care system for Medicaid.

The Council’s annual retreat is scheduled for Tuesday, April 8th. It will be the first time the Council has met in-person since the Covid shutdown. The all-day Retreat will be held at the Chrysalis Center Training Center. It will include a kick-off for the Council’s new Five-Year Plan.

Council Committees’ Updates:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair and Council Chair, updated the Council on the activities of the Legislative Policy and Planning Committee (LPP). The group has been holding regular meetings and its members have been testifying on a many bills. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, has been testifying on behalf of the Council.

Graziela Reis, Committee Co-Chair, gave an update on the Advocacy, Public Information, and Education Committee. She and Kaitlynn Ramos, Committee Co-Chair, met with information technology people within the Developmental Services (DDS). They would like changes made on the Council’s website to allow the posting of more information. The group would also like communities to know more about the Council, its grantees and their projects.

The Membership Committee is filling 2 empty seats on the Council for a self advocate and a non-profit provider. The self-advocate will be a young person with disabilities.

7. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Michelle Baughman made a motion for adjournment. Andrew Black seconded the motion. The meeting concluded at 12:32 p.m. The next Council meeting will be a regular hybrid meeting to be held on Tuesday, May 13, 2025.
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