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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 12, 2024, 10:04 a.m. – 12:32 p.m.
(Hybrid - Online via Microsoft Teams & at the East Hartford, CT DDS)

 
The 252nd meeting of the Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, November 12, 2024, from 10:04 a.m. to 12:32 p.m. on Teams and at the East Hartford DDS Branch. 

Presiding:  Francis Traceski, Chair

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Program Assistant

Members Present:  Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Andrew Black, Laurie Cantwell, Andy Cirioli, Emily Cowen, Lena Esposito, Lynn Frith, Karen Healy, Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Elena Poma, Kaitlynn Ramos, Graziela do Carmo Reis, Sierra Scott,
Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, Julie Vigil, Matthew Walker

Members Absent:   Rene Lambert, Ashley McClain, Rachel Mirsky,

Members of the Public:  CT-N: Riley Bartolomeo, Senator Jeff Gordon, Ruth Grobe, MD, Senator Matt Lesser, Lisa Winkler

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director

1. Welcome:  Fran Traceski, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting at 10:04 a.m.

2. Presentation About Health Care Initiatives:  The Council were given a presentation on the health care project they are funding to improve access to health care for individuals with developmental disabilities. There are approximately 46,000 adults with developmental disabilities in Connecticut. Most of them rely on commercial health care instead of government-issued health insurance like Medicare or Medicaid. The Council created the Connecticut Health Access Alliance. It is a group of Connecticut non-profit organizations including all of the DD Act organizations that are funded by the Administration for Community Living. They are working on health care policy issues to improve the health care in Connecticut people with developmental disabilities.

3. Guest Speakers:  State Senator Jeff Gordon, MD, greeted the Council and spoke about health care. He is a member of the Public Health, Public Safety and Security Committee, and the Appropriations Committee, and is also a ranking member of the Veterans and Military Affairs Committee. He has been a practicing doctor for over 31 years and is a blood and cancer specialist. He has been very active at the state level for many years including being president of the State Medical Society. He is very informed about health care issues experienced by people who have various disabilities.

State Senator Matt Lesser also spoke to the Council. He is the Chair of the Human Services Committee, and Vice-Chair of the Veterans Committee. Last year he submitted Senate Bill No. 425 – An Act Prohibiting Discrimination by Health Care Providers in the Provision of Health Care Services in the State. He wanted to tackle the problem of not having a specific law in Connecticut for addressing discrimination in a health care setting. The federal Affordable Care Act states you cannot discriminate in health care, but the effects of the law have been lessened by recent federal court rulings. Senator Lesser intends to reintroduce his bill in the 2025 Legislative session.

4. Call to Order:  With a quorum present, Fran Traceski, Chair, began the regular business meeting portion of the Council meeting at 11:13 a.m.

5. Public Comment:  There was no public comment.

6. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, made a motion to approve the agenda. Andrew Black seconded the motion. The motion passed.

7. Approval of Minutes from September 10, 2024, Annual Meeting and Regular Business Meeting:  Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from Tuesday, September 10, 2024. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, motioned to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Michelle Baughman. The minutes were approved.

8. Comments by the Chair:  Fran Traceski, Chair, greeted everyone and said 2025 is going to be an interesting and challenging year. The IDD Caucus lost their Co-Chair, Senator Lisa Seminara in the recent election. The Council will be paying attention to all of the areas where they can provide guidance, information, and testimony on issues that are important to people with developmental disabilities. Already, the Council has approved $305,000 in funding to 15 grantees.

Fran said the first portion of future Council meetings will include topics of interest to the Council. Members are encouraged to send their suggestions for the learning segments to him and the Council staff.

Fran Traceski, Chair, and Walter Glomb, Executive Director, extended their hearty congratulations to Council member, Lena Esposito for receiving the 2024 Doriana Award for Outstanding Parent Advocacy. The award will be presented to Lena on November 7th by Advocacy in Action during a reception at the Pond House in West Hartford.

They also recognized Council member, Karen Healy, who will be celebrating her 10th anniversary for being discharged from Connecticut Valley Hospital. Karen will be celebrating her birthday on Thursday, November 14th.

9. Report from the Council Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, said he had a good discussion with the Executive Director of Advocacy in Action and is looking forward to working with them in the future.

The Connecticut Bridging Aging and Disability Networks Community of Practice has held 2 meetings recently. The first meeting was to get the group back on track since they last met in July. A presentation on Medicare Advantage plans was given by experts on the topic during the second meeting.

The Administration for Community Living (ACL) is giving $5,000 more in grant funding to its Bridging Aging and Disability (BADN) Networks Community of Practice Initiative. They are also accepting grant applications to provide 3 states they will select with additional funds of about $20,000. Walt is working on a detailed grant proposal to submit to them on Friday. Fifteen (15) other states are submitting proposals for the grant money.

With the additional funding, the Council may hire a consultant to work with the Area Agencies on Aging, service providers, Centers for Independent Living (CILs), and senior centers, etc., on policies and practices to make services more accommodating for aging adults with developmental disabilities, and on how the organizations can more efficiently share their information and resources to assist people with developmental disabilities.

Walt attended the Connecticut Chapter of the American College of Physicians Conference on October 18th. It was their annual scientific meeting and vendor display. The Council has plans to work with the group.

The Office of Policy and Management (OPM)and the State Governor’s Office of Workforce Strategy (OWS) asked the Council for assistance, and to attend meetings held on a number of issues. Three of the issues had to do with the Council’s role in Public Act 23-137:  An Act Concerning Resources and Support Services for Persons with an Intellectual or Developmental Disability). The Council created an eligibility group to attend a listening session on the State’s long term services support plan, at the request of the OPM and the OWS.

Oak Hill School in Hartford held a Caregiver Resource Fair on September 11th that Walt and other Council members visited.

Walt attended the State Independent Living Council Annual Meeting in Hartford on September 15th.

The 2024 Candidate’s Forum had a great turnout at the Bristol Event Center on October 9th. Key Legislative candidates included US Senator Chris Murphy, US Representative Rosa DeLauro, and State Representative John Larson. The event had in-person and online attendees.

The Connecticut State Treasurer, Erick Russell, invited Walt and other leaders from public and private organizations to a round table discussion in New Haven on Connecticut ABLE Accounts (Achieving a Better Life Experience). Their focus was on the need for more certified disabilities counselors in the state, how to recruit them, and place them in more organizations.

Partnership for Strong Communities held a housing forum. Walt, along with 2 State Legislators, attended the forum. The talk centered on the problems with introducing any type of housing reform around local zoning restrictions.

Walt will be a speaker at the CT Aging Summit in Southington on November 19th. The Council is one of the sponsors of the event.

Walt reminded the Council that they have a training on neurodiversity by All Brains Belong, with Dr. Mel Houser, a medical doctor, on Zoom on Tuesday, January 28th.

10. Review and Approval of Revised Budget for FY 2025:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, asked the Council to adopt a revised budget for the year due to a higher amount of carryover from 2024. Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the revised budget as presented by Walter Glomb, Executive Director. Michelle Baughman motioned to approve the revised budget. The motion was seconded by Lena Esposito. A discussion on the revised was opened. When the discussion was closed, Fran Traceski, Chair, asked members to approve the revised budget. The motion passed and the revised budget was approved unanimously.

11. Council Committees’ Updates:  The Membership Committee will be meeting to discuss filling 2 empty seats on the Council for a self advocate and a non-profit provider. A call is out for more Council members to join the Membership.

The Proposal Review Committee met on November 1st. They discussed grant funding amounts and the Council’s budget. They will make their recommendations to the Council at the January Council meeting.

A meeting will be set up for the Advocacy, Public Information, and Education Committee. They are looking for new members. Council Member, Sierra Scott, said she is interested in joining the APIE Committee.

The Legislative Policy and Planning Committee (LPP) is meeting on November 14th to begin planning for the long 2025 Legislative session and new state budget.

12. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Michelle Baughman made a motion for adjournment. Shannon Jacovino seconded the motion. The meeting concluded at 12:32 p.m. The next Council meeting will be a regular hybrid meeting to be held on Tuesday, January 14, 2025.
