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MINUTES
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING 
September 12, 2023, 10:00 a.m. – 1:56 p.m.
Online via Microsoft Teams

 
The 245th meeting of the CT Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, September 12, 2023, from 10:02 a.m. to 1:56 p.m. on Microsoft Teams.

Presiding:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair

[bookmark: _GoBack]Members Present:  Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Charles Bergamo, April Burke, Laurie Cantwell, Andy Cirioli, Antonia Edwards, Mike Finley, Lynn Frith, Karen Healy, James Hexter, Vice Chair; Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Kaitlynn Ramos, Graziela Reis, Louis St. Felix, Kathie Strout, Jennifer Switalski, Fran Traceski, James Welsh

Members Absent:   Kevin Daly, 

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Program Assistant

Members of the Public:  Ellen Andrews, Janet Barbieri, Darlene Borre, Molly Cole, Pam DonAroma, Erin Emmons, Jordan Fairchild, Jo-Ann Flynn, Alison Knowles, Ron LaMontagne, Penny Newbury, Alyssa Norwood, Andrea Richardson, Amy Stevenson, Taylor Tucker, Mark Zito

1. Call to Order:  With a quorum present, Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.

1. Welcome by Chair:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, welcomed and introduced the Council’s Grantees. Presentations were given by Council Grantees on the projects they’ve been working on over the past fiscal year:

· Health Equity Solutions,
Taylor Tucker, Program Manager, Training & Outreach, Health Equity Solutions
Update on creating trainings for Community Health Workers to serve individuals with developmental disabilities.

· CT Health Policy Project
Ellen Andrews, Executive Director
Update on speaker series on health access and accommodations for individuals with developmental disabilities. 
· Association for Autism and Neurodiversity (AANE)
Janet Barbeiri, Director of Training and Education
Update on grant to provide information and resource consultations and parent coaching to adults and family members with autism in Connecticut.
· Rocky Hill Public Schools
Amy Stevenson, Assistant Superintendent for Personnel and Student Services, and Ron LaMontagne, Director, School Facilities
Overview of Dream Café Program to teach students with developmental disabilities important employment-related skills.
· Yale Program for Recovery & Community Health (PRCH)
Graziela do Carmo Reis, Project Coordinator, Yale School of Medicine’s Department of Psychiatry
Update on community training material based on community conversations about access to services and support for developmental disabilities by people of color.
· Arc of Eastern CT
Penny Newbury, Director of Grants and Communications
Update on internet safety training for self-advocates.
· CT Association for Human Services / Keep the Promise Coalition
Jordan Fairchild, Coordinator & Community Organizer
Update on trainings for people with disabilities on self-advocacy, leadership and housing.

· Futures, Inc.
Darlene Borre, Attorney and Vocational Innovator
Overview of training and assistance for micro-enterprises.

· State Independent Living Council (CT SILC)
Molly Cole, Executive Director
Update on Partners in Policymaking Alumni Leadership Institute and second Partners Reunion event.

· PATH/Family Voices of Connecticut
Andrea Richardson, Health Information Specialist
Update on parent and self-advocacy training through LifeCourse, Parent-to-Parent, and the Sibling Network.

· CT Age Well Collaborative
Alyssa Norwood, Director
Update on outreach to Connecticut cities and towns to develop livable communities with people with developmental disabilities to age in place.

(At 12:40 p.m., the official business portion of the Annual Meeting commenced.)

1. Approval of Agenda:  Bryan Klimkiewicz motioned to approve the agenda. Michelle Baughman seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.

2. Approval of July 11, 2023 Minutes:  Antonia Edwards motioned to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Emily Ball. The minutes were approved.

3. Comments by the Chair:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair; noted that it is the week of National Disability Voting Rights, followed by National Hispanic Heritage Month. She said that 1 in 6 people nationally with a disability are Latina/o. The Council has steered, educated and funded health equity projects; Community Health Workers; aging and developmental disabilities; assisted technology and other endeavors throughout the DD life course, addressing diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility well beyond the IQ limitations in Connecticut.

4. Nominations and Election of Council Chair and Vice Chair for 2024:  
Charles Bergamo nominated Doris Maldonado Mendez for Council Chair. The motion was seconded by Michelle Baughman. The motion passed. Doris Maldonado Mendez was elected by the Council to be its Chair.

Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, nominated Charles Bergamo for Council Vice Chair. The motion was seconded by Karen Healy. The motion passed. Charles Bergamo was elected by the Council to be its Vice Chair.

5. Report from the Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said the Assistive Technology the Council sponsored back in June was a success, but there were some accessibility issues. A new committee has been formed for next year’s conference and the concerns mentioned will be addressed at their upcoming meetings.

Walt and Michelle Baughman, a Council Member, have a meeting scheduled with Dr. Roger Jou and Dawn Prince on the Yale University Autism Ethnography Project.

The Aging Community of Practice meetings are going very well. The Council is supporting the Aging Answers Summit being held on Monday, October 30, at the Aqua Turf Club in Southington, CT. Jonathan Martinis, Esq., J.D., Senior Director for Law and Policy with the Burton Blatt Institute at Syracuse University will speak on support decision-making.
[bookmark: _Hlk87252559]
6. Review and Approval of Budget for FY 2024:  Michelle Baughman motioned to approve the budget. The motion was seconded by Karen Healy. The budget was approved.

7. Review and Adoption of Calendar for 2024:  Michelle Baughman motioned to approve the Council’s 2024 Calendar of meetings. Emily Ball seconded the motion. The motion was approved.

8. Discussion of the Schedule for Approving 2024 Council Grants:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director suggested a special meeting of the Council to approve the grant proposal recommendations of the Council’s Proposal Review Committee, so grantees can begin work on their projects and programs in October.

9. Report From the Council’s Committees:  The Membership Committee would like to amend the Council’s Membership Application Form to better reflect wording in the DD Act.

Charles Bergamo Council Vice Chair and Chair of the Proposal Review and Evaluation Committee gave an update on the grants received by the Committee. They are reviewing 19 potential grants and have found some excellent proposals.

10. Announcements:  James Welsh is retiring from Disability Rights Connecticut. Although he will no longer be a member of the Council, he will keep up on Council activities and have a voice in them when possible. He has been a strong guiding force for the Council during his membership and his voice will be greatly missed. The Council wishes him the best of luck in all of his future endeavors.

11. Adjourn:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Charles Bergamo, Vice Chair, motioned to adjourn. Antonia Edwards seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 1:56 p.m.
